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Beth and I recently went to see the movie “Paul Apostle of Christ”. When one 
goes to see a movie based on biblical themes it is essential to remember that 
you are not reading Scripture but are seeing an interpretation of a biblical 
theme in a cinematic format. From that standpoint I believe “Paul Apostle of 
Christ” portrayed biblical truth in a faithful and powerful way. The movie is set in 
Rome in A. D. 67 as the Apostle Paul was captive in a Roman prison and  
Christians were suffering severe persecution under the cruel oppression of the 
Roman Emperor Nero. As I think back on the movie several key truths stand 
out to me. 

It was hard to be a Christian. Following Christ brought severe persecution 
and often death. Let us fast forward to 2018. Things have not really 
changed all that much. It is still hard to be a Christian. We as Christians 
live in a hostile environment.  We must be willing to pay a price to follow 
our Master. The Apostle Peter knew what it was to suffer for the Name 
of Christ. He wrote these words to Christian Believers who were      
scattered in different places because of their faith in Christ. Let us also 
be encouraged and challenged by his words: “14 If you are reproached 
for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you.[a] On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is 
glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, 
or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as   
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this mat-
ter. 1 Peter 4:14-16 NKJV.   

 
That which gave the Christians identity was Christ Himself. He and the    

salvation in Him gave both a reason for living and confidence in the  
face of death. This truth is spoken by the Apostle Paul himself and    
reminds of our place in Christ: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand   
of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ     
who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”   
Colossians 3:1-4 NKJV.  

 
The believers gained  courage and strength to remain faithful to the Lord 

Jesus as they drew together in community. The writer of the Book of 
Hebrews reminded persecuted Believers of there need of each other 
and calls us to also draw strength from our Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ: “23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another  in 
order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling     
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one    
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ASSOCIATION and AREA CALENDAR 

May 3            National Day of Prayer            All Churches 

May 8            Baptist Men’s Meeting            @ Blackbrush Ridge Ranch  

May 13          Happy Mother’s  Day 

May 20          Associational Sunday             All Churches  

May 28          Memorial Day              Office Closed 

Ju;y 4            Independence Day              Office Closed 

Aug 16          Executive Board Meeting               City Church, Del Rio 10am 
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“Working Together for     

the Growth of the     

Kingdom of God” is the 

DRUBA vision statement. 

“Together  for  the     

Kingdom” is our strategy 

initiative to make that        

vision reality.  Will your 

church commit to work       

together with the other       

44 congregations of        

DRUBA  for the growth         

of the Kingdom of God?  
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Cost is $20.   

Lads are boys going into 1st -3rd Grade 

Crusaders are boys going into 4th-6th Grade 

Challengers are boys going into 7th-12th  

Men/ Varones are from 6-600 years 

 

For more information please contact                    

Juan Sanchez @ 830-279-1830 

H.O.T.T. Days  will be June 24-28. 

 

This is a short Mission Work Week  
held in Uvalde , Texas 

 

This year we are expecting over 200  
workers and helpers, if you would like 
to help or sponsor a  young person, 
sponsor a meal, donate good working 
equipment or donate  financially for 
this   event  please contact  Ralph 
Huerta @ 361-455-6585.  

Calling all Baptist Men! 

We will be having a Baptist Men’s Meeting on  

Tuesday, May 8, 2018  

@ BlackBrush Ridge Ranch 

1 mile North of Hwy 90 ib George Rose Lane  
on the left  (btw Bracketville and Uvalde)  

Tours begin @ 3pm  Dinner at 6:30  

Guest Speaker Dr. Jimmy Creel   

Contack YJ Jimenez for more info at 

830-563-7464 

http://southforkbaptistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/baptist-men-960.jpg
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another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”          
Hebrews 10:23-25 NKJV. 

 
Their power to overcome and to make an impact in the world in which they lived was love. The night    

before His crucifixion Jesus gave His Disciples a New Commandment. This Commandment also stays 
true for us in 2018: “34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” John 13:34-35 NKJV. 

 
The early Believers were discovering the glorious reality that there was no way for them to lose. For them 

to live was Christ and to die was gain. Paul knew his life had purpose no matter the suffering he had 
to endure, but he also knew that a glorious eternity awaited him in heaven in the presence of Christ 
Himself. From a Roman prison he wrote these words to the Philippian Christians: “ For to me, to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I 
shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For[a] I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is far better.” Philippians 1:21-23 NKJV. May these words of the Apostle Paul 
remind us that in Christ we can face both the present and future with confidence. 

 
Del Rio-Uvalde Baptist Association is made up of forty-four churches in eight counties of Southwest    

Texas. Let us work together for the growth of the Kingdom of God. May we truly be together             
for the Kingdom. 

Phone: 830-278-5351 

Fax: 830-591-1311 

Email: delriouvalde@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tommy Larner 

Director of Missions 

Cell: 830-500-0590 

email: dom.druba@gmail.com 

 

Blog 

finishwellblog.wordpress.com 
 

Continued—Dom’s Reflections 

We’re on the Web!  Check 

us out at  www.druba.net 

Frontier Baptist Church, Brackettville     First Baptist Church, Camp Wood 

Iglesia Bautista Horeb, Del Rio                 

            Iglesia Bautista Jerusalén, Eagle Pass        Iglesia Bautista Peniel, Eagle Pass 

First Baptist Church, Rocksprings          Utopia Baptist Church, Utopia 

 

Please pray for these pastor-less churches: 
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